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The IWS Canada magazine gets better and better!
As we move into spring time more and
more avenues for painting are opened
up. As beautiful spring nature grows
again and plein air opportunities abound.
This can be reflected in this edition’s
members gallery. Our membership
continues to grow, and we are excited to
see so much beautiful artwork grace the
pages of ever magazine and 3D Gallery.

New to this edition is our featured member. From here on in, with each
publication we will feature a section on an outstanding member which will
include an interview, and their achievements. Luan Quach is a remarkable
portrait artist and we asked him for an interview for this edition, as you will
see in the pages to come.

We hope you are all having a wonderful start to spring, and we look forward
for more inspiring works in future magazines and our upcoming 3D galleries.

Ian Wright
IWS Canada - Vice President & Online Media Editor

Introducing the IWS Canada Magazine Second Edition!
I hope all of you are doing well and
enjoying the first glimpse of spring. Despite
the challenges we have faced, I am thrilled
to see such an active and thriving artist
community. It has been a whirlwind of a
ride this year but you as artists have
flourished. We had an overwhelming
response to submissions for the magazine
and look forward to continuing to showcase
your artistic endeavors and achievements.

All of our initiatives could not be achieved
without a team effort. I would like to thank our new board for all of their help and
support as we venture forward with new and exciting opportunities for you as
members.

I wish you all inspiration and artful brush strokes these coming months.

Cheers,

Renee Lippa
IWS Canada President
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Featuring:
• Anca Dimoff - Kettle
• Marney Ward - Garden Gold
• Coral Ye Chen - Flying Our Dreams
• Doris Daigle - Smelt on Smalt
• Luan Quach - Aging Like Fine Wine
• Tracy Li - Realize
• Bonnie Steinberg - Black Rock
• Diane Beaulieu - Fire
• Lan Fang - Reflection
• SimWong - To Celebrate
• Ingrid Lefevre - Abuelo Arsenio
• Wendy Reid - The Ride
• Julie Schroeder - Popping Colour
• Garry Hamilton - Georgian Bay Vista
• Bill Stephens - Southwest Ontario Barn
• George Eadie - Vintage Allis Chalmers
• Tom Young - Pond Along Trail at Anderson Japanese Garden
• Tiina Price - At One (In Cottage Country)
• Alice Bottrill - Sunset Over Fraser River
• Ann MacKenzie - Translucent Mushrooms
• Roushanak Babamkhani - Summer Beauties
• Reha Sakar - Back to the Harbour

• Andrée de Sève - Heureuse solitude
• Sonia Mocnik - Memories of Ambleside
• Dimitry Shalaiev - Green Grapes
• Bonnie McBride - The Trail Never Ends
• Diane Beaulieu - Les Amoureux
• Ahmed Masuda - Selfie
• Diane Lamothe - Echinacea Rudbeckia
• Ayda Bahrami-Motlagh - Seek Forever
• Broderick Wong - Bird Of Paradise
• Debra Bannister - Next year
• Suzanne Dyke - Winter Walk
• Elena Markelova - Humphrey the Humpback
• Nola McConnan - Luci, Souli and Moses
• Dimitri Shalaiev - Deep Autumn
• Joyce Goodwin - Red Boat
• Diane Beaulieu - Les Amoureux
• Yellow Dog - Ian Wright
• Diane Lamothe - Echinacea Rudbeckia
• Farhad Salehi - Natural Beauty
• Alaine Godbout - Wakefield
• Attiyeh Nili - Childhood Is A Symbol Of Spring
• Jan Fretz - Magnolia
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Biography

Luan Quach began his journey in fine
arts at the young age of 9. First as a
student of Ly Khac Nhu, a world-
renowned Chinese watercolour artist
from Southeast Asia, Luan continued
receiving training from various styles
of artists throughout his childhood
gaining a solid foundation in drawing,
sketching, charcoal, pastel,
watercolour, and oil painting. This
lead him to discover his true passion,
a spark of joy in the art of portrait
painting at the age of 14.

Luan is truly a unique hybrid between
both left and right sides of the brain.
Although Luan has always had a
strong passion for fine arts, a twist in
his path lead him to an engineering
career with a global automotive
company. Spending decades in
engineering, Luan specialized in
programming robots to do one of the
things he loves most: paint. Luan is
also a certified Six Sigma Master
Black Belt and is a freelance
consultant and instructor in the field.

Currently residing in the Greater
Toronto Area with his wife and two
children, Luan has regained full focus
towards commissioned artwork,
exhibitions, and holding workshops.
Luan’s specialty now lies in portrait
painting using an oil dry brush
technique and watercolour medium.
His art is done both in realism and
impressionism styles, aiming to
create timeless portraits with a
modern twist. Every portrait holds a
lifetime of stories. Luan’s goal is to
spark curiosity and imagination with
each and every piece he creates.

Luan Quach
“Every portrait holds a lifetime of stories”

ARTIST STATEMENT

Portrait painting goes far
beyond merely a painting of
a face; with each piece of art,
I strive to create unique and
dynamic memories that can
be deeply personal and
evoke long lasting emotional
connections to the viewers. I
like to portray people of
different ethnic backgrounds.
My art knows no latitudes or
social class. The humanity as
told is a meeting of different
cultures, each one
indispensable for others.

Evolution of my
artistic styles

My engineering career has shaped me into a highly detail-
oriented individual, and one who loves analyzing and
improving processes as well as admiring innovation in
every sense possible. Similarly, I found myself very
intrigued by the rare, but meticulous medium of oil dry
brush and through continuous research and practice, I
have been able to create my own unique spin on the
technique, with an enhanced level of realism and accuracy.

The creative part of me however, continues to push myself
to express my art more freely and more towards
impressionism. The watercolour medium just happens to
be a perfect choice as it allows me to intuitively adapt to
the unexpected flow
and penetration of
water. Watercolour
allows my imagination
and creative juices to
run freely.

I believe that the
greatest spark of
innovation occurs when
the left brain meets the
right brain. My passion
is creating masterpieces
with the perfect blend
of the two techniques
together-- both
watercolour and oil dry
brush.

Luan Quach, The Mind of an Inventor

Luan Quach, From Scar To Smile

Luan Quach,



Nola McConnan
I believe at the moment this is the first concept of its
kind in the art world. Artists who usually practice
watercolour do not usually mix with oil dry brush and
vice versa. This is what excites me most: constantly
innovating, pushing boundaries, and exploring new
ways to evolve my art.

Choice of subjects that inspires me the
most

There are both technical and artistic factors that
determine my choice of subjects. Technically, there has
to be interesting light and shadow. Since I am a
portrait artist, I look for lighting that enhances the
anatomy of the human head. Eyes, ears, nose and
mouth are only small features of the human head. The
change in directions of the planes is what I pay most
attention to.

Artistically, I look for expressive emotions that speak
to the story waiting for me to reveal. I must feel that
indescribably funny feeling of an urge in my spine that

makes me feel excited and worthy of transforming onto my canvas.

Once those two criteria are met, I then decide which medium to use, the composition and the
colour scheme that will best convey the story I want to tell through my art.

Techniques used in my art

I can easily tell the two outcomes from two different portrait painting approaches. There are
Watercolour Artists painting portrait vs. Portrait Artists painting portrait using the watercolour
medium. The former masters the skill of watercolour application with the focus of overall
presentation of the painting but not necessary on the structure / esthetic of the portrait itself. The
latter leverages the understanding of the anatomy of the human head/figure to make the portrait
realistic and believable while not paying as much attention to employing various watercolour
effects. Despite the differences, both equally yield attractive outcomes.

I am the latter. However, I pay more attention in using colours. I don’t like to affix myself to
matching accurate skin flesh tones. Instead, I am very sensitive to the subtle and dynamic change
in the hue of colours. I emphasize in tonal values and balancing colour temperatures.

Through all my artwork, there is a purposeful absence of contour or sharp continuous lines. Broken
lines make it more interesting for the audience to connect the gaps. Broken lines also force
changes in brushstrokes and support change in planes and colour temperatures.

Website: www.luanquach.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/luanquachart
Instagram:https://www.instagram.com/luanquachart/

Luan Quach, Calm and Cool

Watercolour in the world of Hockey
For many years Nola McConnan has been creating original watercolours that trace the
history of the uniforms and equipment of the major North American professional sports
leagues. So far about 2000 images, destined for the sports memorabilia market. They've
turned up in out of the ordinary places, for instance in the bar scene of the film
"Concussion". Recently a gentleman in Toronto privately commissioned Nola to create at
least 15 images, possibly 27, of hockey jerseys that were not included in the original
NHL series."

The attached is the original California Golden Seal. This jersey was worn only in a couple
of games, then the name of the team was changed to Oakland, then the logo changed.
The team eventually left Oakland and went through trials and tribulations until it
eventually became the Dallas Stars.

While the jersey images may
appear to be fairly simple, no
background etc, it's a bit more than
that. The colours and the logos are
all scrutinized by "quality control"
for accuracy. While these images
are not BIG they are detailed and
their creation is continually
engaging.



Counting my Blessings

Calm, Cool and Collected

Roberta Luchinski - Fresh Air Painters
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MEET THE COVER ARTIST

www.reneelippa.com • Email: reneelippa@gmail.com 
Facebook: Renee Lippa Fine Art • Instagram: @reneelippa
Renee Lippa is a Canadian watercolour artist painting out of her studio 
in Sherwood Park, AB. She is the current President of the International 
Watercolour Society of Canada (IWSCA) and a juried member of the 
Federation of Canadian Artists. Renee has won many awards with her 
original work and has paintings hanging in institutions such as the 
University of Alberta and private and corporate collections around 
the world. 
Renee’s love for vibrant colour, texture and detail allow her paintings 
to convey a strong sense of emotion and memory. Combining her love 
for travel and nature, she enjoys painting landscapes, animals and  
botanicals, experimenting with new techniques, materials and ap-
proaches. For more information on original works or to request infor-
mation on a commission, contact Renee at the email above.
To get a glimpse into Renee’s artistic vision, read what she has to say 
about herself:

!e human condition incorporates the melding of feeling and  
emotion in the perception of moments. Nothing is simply seen, but 
rather felt, burning a memory in the mind. 
!ey say a picture is worth a thousand words, but a painting can 
transport you to another world and enchant your senses. Whether it 
is a memory of trees swaying in the wind on a warm summer day or 
a precious moment gazing over a "eld of #owers with a loved one,  
I aspire to draw the viewer in to create their own story.

Crazy Lazy by Renee Lippa

INTRODUCING COVER ARTIST

WATERCOLOURIST: RENEE LIPPA

Nothing but Blue Skies by Renee Lippa

My goal as an artist is to stimulate the mind with lucid imagery 
and encourage the viewer to use their other senses. Can you hear the 
sounds of wind through heavy branches by a lakeshore, or the crash of 
waves on a beach at sunset?
Stimulation of the senses is where watercolour excels. !e ambigu-
ities of the medium are brought together to mimic the chaotic melding 
elements in our natural environments, whether it is imagining the 
course sti$ness of a cougar’s fur or the soft pull of a "shing net  
#uttering in a breeze.
I hope my paintings succeed in taking you to another place and 
allow time to stand still for just a moment.

As President for the International Watercolour Society of Canada 
(IWSCA), Renee has been working to bring watercolour artists from 
across Canada together despite di!erence in race, religion, culture and 
distance. Her most recent endeavor involved working with two other 
country leaders, Destiny Bradt, IWS USA, and Tere Logero, IWS  
Mexico, to launch a monumental event in October, 2021. For the "rst 
time ever, IWS Canada, IWS Mexico and IWS USA branches will be 
working together to create an online watercolour competition for all of 
North America. #ese three countries have come together in an e!ort 
to unite artists and are anticipating a very large response.
IWS (International Watercolor Society) Globe Art Network is a 
non-pro"t organization which strives to bring peace and harmony 
throughout the world through the medium of watercolour. Currently, 
there are branches in over 110 countries, as well as galleries, cafes, 
studios and educational institutions. #e network has recently grown 
to include many artistic mediums other than watercolour. #rough 
exhibits, festivals, plein air activities and other various events, the 
network’s vision is to work toward uniting artists regardless of race, 
gender, religion, culture, or locality.
Artists interested in taking part in the North American Online  
Exhibition are encouraged to follow the IWS Canada Facebook and  
Instagram page or other country pages for more information. If you  
are a business looking to become a 
sponsor for a current event or future 
events with IWS Canada, please  
contact the email below for further 
information. w

International Watercolour  
Society of Canada (IWSCA) 
Facebook: IWS Canada 
Instagram: @iwscanada 
Email: iwscanada@gmail.com
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Upcoming Workshops

Broderick
Wong

Margaret Roseman

Bonnie Steinberg

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=4343326555678067&ref=watch_permalink



Awards & Exhibitions



Snow Day
FCA Curated Colletion Online 
Exhibition May/June 2021

Waiting for the Wind
Malaysia International Online juried Art Competition

Still Land
FCA 2021 Landscapes Online Exhibition 2021

Coral Ye Chen 

Astonishing
International Watercolour Exhibition Japan 2021
2021 Indonesia International Watercolour 
Exhibition

Under the Sun
Weimer Congemi Award
Louisiana Watercolour Society’s 51st 
Annual Exhibition 2021



Beautiful Georgian Bay
Lan Fang
2nd Place Award Markham
Jury Exhibition in 2019

Fisherman’s Cottage
Allice Bottrill
CSPWC Diploma Collection

Alice has just been elected to the Canadian
Society of Painters in Watercolour in February 2021.
My painting "Fisherman's Cottage" has been
placed into the CSPWC Diploma Collection
now. The subject of this painting is Finn
Slough, a small historical fishing village
south of Richmond, BC, where I get much of
my inspiration to create this painting.

Crystal Clear
Tiina Price
2021 Spring Malaysia International
Online Juried Art Competition
“Still Life & Floral”

Catch of the Day
Tiina Price
2021 Spring Malaysia International
Online Juried Art Competition
“Figures & Faces”

Daisies III
Marney Ward

Daisies III is to be featured in Splash 22,
The Best of Watercolor, used to be an
annual book but now it's in the format
of a large, high quality special-edition
magazine. Splash 22 is 116 pages,
coming out this June. It contains
watercolours from 113 winning
competitors from their annual competition.

Off to Market
Esmie Gayo McLaren

- Esmie Gayo McLaren accomplishments
in this quarter:
- Participated in the North Shore
Art Crawl 2021, in its 1st online exhibit,
and invited to be in its YouTube
presentation of a panel of artists
speaking on the effects of the pandemic
on their practice.
- Invited by North Van Arts to
collaborate on an antiracism poster
- Invited by the North Shore
Multicultural Society to participate
in an artist talk funded by Immigration,
Refugees, and Citizenship Canada

Gifts of the Land
Esmie Gayo McLaren

Tea Kettle
Anca Dimoff
Accepted into the Federation
of Canadian Artists (FCA)



Showstopper
Tiina Price
International Watercolour Exhibition Niigata, Japan 2021

Thank you for everyone who contributed to this
quarterly magazine from IWS Canada.
We look forward to the next one, and to

what you will paint next!


